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President, Director-General, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
The Czech Republic fully aligns itself with the statement of Bulgaria delivered on behalf of the European Union. 
It is an honour to have this opportunity to address the Health Assembly in my capacity of head of delegation of the Czech Republic.

In the last decades, as well as in the decades lying ahead, health systems have faced, and will undoubtedly continue to face, perhaps the greatest challenges in history. 
One of the most essential goals of any government should be to guarantee the universal health coverage, which ensures that everyone can obtain needed health services without suffering financial hardship. Universal health coverage brings the hope of better health for all people. Different circumstances remind us every day that our resources are limited, yet every government must try to motivate the public to perceive health as an investment rather than as expenditure.
We must remain committed to principles of solidarity, to addressing inefficiency in the health sector, while realizing that non-financial instruments are equally important and to strive continually for innovative and patient-oriented approaches – these are the central tenets of how to approach the universal health coverage.
We are living in the era of big opportunities. Our generation has a unique possibility to contribute to the real accessibility of health care for everyone. The international environment gives us an unprecedented set of tools to achieve our common goal. The formulation of the Sustainable development goals represents a strong commitment of every country in the world to work tirelessly on the road for a better life. 
But better life is not possible without a better health. Especially developed countries often forget that less is sometimes more and that role of primary care in the improvement of population´s health is irreplaceable. This is also a reason why the well-prepared WHO/EURO regional strategy, Health 2020 says that it “remains committed to a primary health care approach as a cornerstone of health systems in the 21st century.” 
This year, we commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Alma-Ata Declaration on primary health care. This should remind us to return back to the very substance of our health care systems. I am very proud that the Czech Republic has begun with a reform of primary health care in this symbolic year. And trust me, the journey, we set on for, will not be an easy one. Our main goal is to educate patients and to build their health literacy. 
Our health system needs to adapt to the changing demographics and patterns of disease. Mental health challenges, chronic diseases and age-related conditions require resilient health system capable of providing high-quality care and dignified treatment for every person. I believe we can all agree that chronic illnesses are protracted burdens that often require repeated interactions between patient and health system.  
A strong public health services component is of the utmost importance in this regard. Public health systems should be based on high quality and widely disseminated information and on intersectoral actions in line with the principle of “health in all policies.”

Building resilience through mediation of good governance at all levels is crucial in preventing disease, protecting and promoting health and well-being in everyday life of every community in the world. We must continue to share experience and expertise, we must not turn away from the principles of solidarity. The WHO is the best platform on which we can achieve the universal health coverage.  

Thank you very much for your attention.

    
